CHAPTER XX

PROFIT AND LOSS
IF the question is asked, " Does citrus culture really
" we are compelled to answer "Yes and no." It
handsomely where proper conditions are combined
knowledge, industry, common business sense, and
It does not pay in many cases where these things
not combined. Some persons make very large, almost
fabulous, profits growing citrus fruits, and these examples
ares widely quoted by real estate agents and land boomers.
Other persons lose money consistently year after year.
"When we consider the total production of any crop in the
TLJnlted States, such as corn, wheat, or cotton, we find the
average yield an acre is surprisingly low. Citrus fruits
are no exception to the rule. The Citrus Protective League
iia,s collected a great deal of data on the cost of production
of oitrus fruits, and Victor Newland, a student at the Uni-
versity of California, has worked out the average prices
nr^oeived. Such large collections of figures should not be
taken too seriously, yet they possess considerable indica-
tive value. It appears that the average box of oranges
f or the five years preceding 1913 returned a net profit of
1 5 cents to the grower, while the average box of lemons
I>roduced during the same period returned a loss of about
355